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Dear Amherst Families,

If you have seen or read national news reports, I know you join me in expressing grief,
sadness and sympathy for the families at Oxford High School in suburban Detroit due to the
violence that occurred there yesterday afternoon.

I am writing to address some safety topics that may be on your mind.

Over the next few days you may see an increased police presence at our schools during
arrival and dismissal, as a precautionary safety measure. We have done this in the past when
incidents occur at schools throughout our nation.

Our district continues to focus on maximizing our comprehensive safety planning, monitoring
building safety protocols and conducting safety lockdown drills so that the students, faculty and
staff in all of our schools are as safe as possible at all times. This is done through a strong
partnership with local emergency services and first responders. Reports coming from the
Oakland County Sheriff’s Department in Michigan say the Oxford High School’s lockdown
protocols, training and equipment saved lives.

Additionally, it takes parents, students, faculty, staff, and members from our community
working together to keep our schools safe places for learning. I continue to recommend that
parents monitor their children's social media accounts and beyond that to remember if you
"see something, say something". The most efficient way to communicate is direct contact via
phone call or email, but we also offer the Tiger Tipline (716-362-2255 or
tipline@amherstschools.org) as a tool to promote school safety.

If you ever have information about suspicious, illegal, or unsafe activities related to school,
please use this resource, call your child’s principal or contact me directly at the district office by
calling 716-362-3051.

Thank you,
Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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